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THEN . . . 
In 1974, the first public laser was introduced in the BarCode scanner found at 
supermarkets. BarCode scanners use a laser beam 
that is scanned back and forth so rapidly that it appears 
as a line to the human eye. A photodiode 
measures the intensity of the light 
reflected back from the black 
and white BarCode pattern, 
generating a signal that is 
used to measure the widths 
of the bars and spaces in 
the BarCode.

A 10-pack of Wrigley’s chewing gum was the first product logged in a 
grocery store by a BarCode scanner, on June 26th 1974.

NOW . . . 
c	E nhance Medicine and Biology

c	B oost Energy Applications

c	I mprove Commerce, Manufacturing and Production

c	 Transform Electronics, Computing, and Communications

c	 Have Potential for Basic Discovery

• Gravitational Wave Detection

• Archeology

• Interferometry measures distance to exceedingly high precision

For more information about  
the 50th anniversary of the laser,  

go to www.LaserFest.org




